
Personal Reflection:
Which Proverb from this chapter stood out to you the 
most?

Describe what this Proverb means to you?

How do you think God is seeking to have you apply 
this Proverb in your life?

With the Word Bible Commentary

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?

Exert from “With the Word Bible Commentary”  
by Warren Weirsbe

Used by permission from Thomas Nelson Publishers

Proverbs 1
The importance of wisdom (1–6). All you need for 

success is yours when you receive God’s wisdom. 
“Success” means much more than making a living. It 
means making a life that honors God and serves others. 
Wisdom is more important than riches and power (Prov. 
8:12–21) because wisdom helps you build for all eternity.

  

The instruction of wisdom (7–19). “The fear of the 
Lord” means reverence for God and respect for His Word, a 
willingness to listen and a promptness to obey. God uses 
different people to teach you wisdom, and you must be alert 
to each lesson. Note the warnings: “Do not forsake! Do not 
consent! Do not walk!” God says no that He might say yes.

  

The invitation of wisdom (20–33). Wisdom is like a 
lovely woman inviting hungry people to a great feast (Prov. 
1:20–33; 8:1ff.; 9:1ff.). Folly is like an evil woman seducing 
the ignorant into sin (5:1ff.; 6:20ff.; 7:1ff.). Accept wisdom’s 
call and you will be blessed; accept folly’s call and you will 
destroyed.

  

Who Is Wise?
The truly wise person will hear the Word of God (Prov. 

1:5) and obey it (Prov. 12:15); store up what is learned 
(Prov. 9:9; 10:14); win the lost (Prov. 11:30); turn from sin 
(Prov. 14:16); control the tongue (Prov. 10:19; 16:23); and 
be diligent (Prov. 10:5). The wise person will inherit 
glory (Prov. 3:35); bring joy to others (Prov. 10:1; 
15:20); have his or her needs met (Prov. 21:20); and 
have strength for war (Prov. 24:5–6).


